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hlishment must bo indebted for its support to that
vory religion which in earlier times it fostered and
protected; as the weakness of some aged mother is
sustained, and her existence lengthened, by the ten-
der assiduities of the child whom she had reared in
the helplessness of infancy. So, in the present
instance, unless there be reinfnsed into the mass of
our society something of that principle which ani-
mated our ecclesiastical system in its earlier days,
it m vain for us to hope that the establishment will
very long continue : for an establishment, the actual
principles of whose members, and even teachers,
are, for the most part, so extremely different from
those which it professes, is an anomaly which will
not much longer be borne. But in proportion as
vital Christianity can be revived, in that same pro-
portion the church establishment is strengthened;
for the revival of vital Christianity is the very rein-
fusion of which we have been speaking. This is the
very Christianity on which our establishment is
founded ; and that which her articles, and homilies,
and liturgy, teach throughout.
I Jut i^ when the reign of prejudice, and even of
honest prepossession, and of grateful veneration, is
no more, (for by these almost any system may gene-
rally be supported, before a state having passed the
period of its maturity, is verging to its decline;) it
he thought that a dry, unanimated religion, like
that which is now professed by nominal Christians,
can hold its place, and much more, that it ^can be
revived among the general mass of mankind; it
may be affirmed, that, arguing merely on human
principles, they know little of human nature. The
kind of religion which we have recommended, in-
dependent of all consideration either of the grace
that 5t imparts, or even of its truth, must at least be
conceded to be that which is most of all suited to

